SAUGEEN, GREY SAUBLE, NORTHERN BRUCE PENINSULA
SOURCE PROTECTION COMMITTEE MEETING #85
AGENDA
Friday, March 26, 2021
1:15 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Video Conference via internet app WebEx
Instructions to follow by email

CALL TO ORDER
1. Adoption of Agenda
2. Declaration of Pecuniary or Conflict of Interest
3. Adoption of Minutes of November 27, 2020 meeting
4. Matters Arising from the Minutes
5. Correspondence
- SV-SPA Notice dated January 25, 2021 respecting Blairs Grove Drinking Water System
6. Reports
- Administration Report – Report 6a attached
- Communications Report – Report 6b attached
7. New Business
- Source Protection Plan Extension Request– Report 7a attached
- Source Protection Plan Draft Pre-Consultation Notice– Report 7b attached
- 2020 Annual Report – Report 7c attached
8. Other Business
9. Next Meeting and Adjournment

SOURCE PROTECTION COMMITTEE
MINUTES – MEETING #84
MEETING:

SOURCE PROTECTION COMMITTEE

DATE:

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 2020

TIME:

1:15 P.M.

LOCATION:

VIDEO CONFERENCE VIA WEBEX

CALL TO ORDER
Chair called the meeting to order at 1:23 p.m.
In Attendance:

Chair, Bill Twaddle
Bruce Davidson, Stan Eby, Dick Hibma, Angela Newman, Les Nichols,
Tara Saab, Gord Timmerman, Jim Uram

Others Present:

Olga Yudina, Ex-officio, Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and
Parks (MECP)
Carl Seider, Project Manager, Drinking Water Source Protection (DWSP)
Nancy Guest, Recording Secretary, DWSP

Also in Attendance:

Jennifer Stephens, General Manager/Secretary-Treasurer, Saugeen Conservation

Karen Gillan, Communications Specialist, DWSP
Dan Orr, Appointed SPC member effective January 1, 2021
Donna Clarkson, RMI, Ausauble-Bayfield Source Water
Emily Vandermeulen, RMI, Wellington County Source Water
Regrets:

Dennis Kefalas, Robert Emerson, John Fruin, Mitch Twolan

The Chair introduced and welcomed Dan Orr, Olga Yudina, Donna Clarkson and Emily
Vandermeulen.
1. Adoption of Agenda
Motion No.
SPC-20-306

Moved by Stan Eby
Seconded by Dick Hibma

THAT the Agenda be adopted as distributed.
Carried
1
SPC Mtg #84 – November 27, 2020 – draft Minutes

2. Disclosure of Pecuniary or Conflict of Interest
Source Protection Committee (SPC) members were reminded to disclose any pecuniary interest
that may arise during the course of the meeting. No disclosures of pecuniary interest were
expressed at this time.
3. Adoption of Minutes
Motion No.
SPC-20-307

Moved by Bruce Davidson
Seconded by Jim Uram

THAT the Minutes of the July 24, 2020 Source Protection Committee meeting be adopted
as distributed.
Carried
4.

Matters Arising from the Minutes

No matters arose from the previous minutes.
5.

Correspondence

Letter from Wilson Associates Consulting Hydrogeologists dated October 17, 2020 respecting
the Blair’s Grove municipal water supply was noted and filed.
6.

Reports

Administration Report 6a
The Project Manager reviewed Administration Report 6a and advised that several Source
Protection Committee members’ terms have changed according to regulations. Bruce Davidson,
who has served as the Public and Environmental sector since the beginning of the Committee, is
retiring on December 31, 2020 and Dan Orr will replace him on the Committee effective January
1, 2021. Long-time agricultural sector representative, Robert Emerson, will remain on the
Committee for one more term.
The Director’s Technical Rule Changes Update was reviewed and the Project Manager advised
that proposed changes are being considered in consultation with key stakeholders.
Source Protection Plan amendments are moving forward with an intended completion date of
March 2021. Consultation with relevant stakeholders is required and plans are underway to
complete consultation accordingly, with possible delays considering the pandemic.
The Blair’s Grove Well 2 in Huron-Kinloss has collapsed and a replacement well in the same
aquifer with the same groundwater impacts is being considered as an alternate. Amendments to
the Source Protection Plan under s.36 of the Clean Water Act, 2006 will include a delineation of
the new well.
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There has been no formal request from the Ministry for the 2021/2022 Workplan/Budget as of
this meeting, but it is anticipated shortly. It is expected that a similar amount of time will be
required from Staff respecting implementation.
Communications Report 6b
The Communications Specialist reviewed the Consultation Summary table in the
Communications Report 6b and advised that information may be posted on the website where
interested parties can submit comments and receive replies. This information will be presented to
the Source Protection Committee for discussion. Postings on Facebook and Twitter are also
being considered as a means of communication during the pandemic.
7.

Presentation

Olga Yudina, Ex-officio, Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks, gave a
presentation respecting the 2019 Annual Progress Reporting Summary including changes to the
Conservation Authorities Act, and new guidance respecting private systems. More complete
information dedicated to conservation authorities can be found at ca.office@ontario.ca. Many
changes affecting conservation authorities are proposed in the Ontario omnibus Bill 108 More
Homes, More Choice Act 2019, which has not yet been proclaimed.
Up to this date, the focus has been on the safety of municipal water systems, and private systems
have been provided information. New Guidance documents respecting the protection of private
water systems have been reviewed by various Source Water project managers and source
protection authorities, as well as the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) and a
number of municipalities. This feedback will be considered by the Spring of 2021 and the Source
Protection Committee will be kept informed.
The 2019 Annual Progress Report will be submitted by February 1, 2021 and reviewed by the
Ministry by May 1, 2021.
8.

New Business

Liquid Hydrocarbon Pipeline Threat Report 8a
The Project Manager reviewed Liquid Hydrocarbon Pipeline Threat Report 8a and advised that a
risk assessment was conducted for potential threats, but only as it relates to the transmission of
liquid hydrocarbons. There is a provision for exemption respecting this threat if is unlikely in the
future and based on the information disclosed by the assessments and the probability of a future
threat being unlikely, an exemption will be requested and the information included in the
Explanatory Document.
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Motion No.
SPC-20-308

Moved by: Tara Saab
Seconded by: Jim Uram

THAT: Liquid Hydrocarbon Pipeline Threat Report 8a be accepted for information and
discussion purposes; and further,
THAT the appropriate changes will be made to the assessment reports, with a reasonable
rationale provided in the explanatory document as to why significant threat policies
associated with hydrocarbon pipelines will not be included.
Carried
East Linton Events-Based Area Source Protection Plan Amendments Report 8b
The Project Manager reviewed East Linton Events-Based Area Source Protection Plan
Amendments Report 8b and compared the changes in the previous Ontario Drinking Water
Standards to the change from 0.005 mg/L to 0.001 mg/L and found very little difference relating
to modeling of the East Linton events-based area (EBA). Twenty-five spill locations were
modeled and results were similar to the original work as compared to the Owen Sound EBA. The
proposed technical work has been submitted to the Ministry for review along with the draft East
Linton EBA delineation.
Motion No.
SPC-20-309

Moved by: Bruce Davidson
Seconded by: Angela Newman

THAT: the Source Protection Committee for the Saugeen, Grey Sauble, Northern Bruce
Peninsula Source Protection Region approves the draft policies relating to the proposed
amendments to the Source Protection Plan noted in this Report 8b pending the
implementation of any changes agreed to by the Source Protection Committee during its
meeting on November 27, 2020; and further,
THAT Staff be directed to continue with consultation activities as required by O.Reg.
287/07.
Carried
Ruhl Lake Intake E.Coli Threats Report 8c
The Project Manager reviewed Ruhl Lake Intake E.Coli Threats Report 8c and advised that
potential transport pathways or drainage flows were investigated as potential sources of e.coli in
the lake. Berms protect the lake from agricultural run-off; the lake is restricted to the public; and
there appears to be no other visible connection that would adversely impact the lake. Increasing
numbers of waterfowl, including Canada geese, have been noted, and other source water regions
that have identified waterfowl as a possible contaminant were considered; however, their policies
did not seem applicable in these circumstances. No specialised DNA testing is available in
Canada for this matter and it is unlikely that agricultural policies in the Source Protection Plan
4
SPC Mtg #84 – November 27, 2020 – draft Minutes

would result in any changes in e.coli levels. Ongoing monitoring of this matter will be conducted
and the Committee kept apprised.
Motion No.:
SPC-20-310

Moved by: Les Nichols
Seconded by: Angela Newman

THAT:
The Saugeen, Grey Sauble, Northern Bruce Peninsula Source Protection
Committee receives Report 8c for information and that Staff continue to monitor the
effectiveness of policies associated with Ruhl Lake for consideration of future amendments.
Carried
Salt Application & Storage Threats Report 8d
The Project Manager reviewed Salt Application & Storage Threats Report 8d and advised that
policies are based on a draft of the Director’s Technical Rule amendments that are subject to
change pending Ministry approval. It is the Committee’s wish to limit the impact on small
residential properties and concentrate on salt management plans for municipal and provincial
roads. It would not be necessary to institute a prohibition policy since a risk management plan
would allow for contact and agreement with the respective landowners. The suggested policy
wording was reviewed and it was agreed that there would be an exemption for eight parking
spaces on residential properties and properties that contain four residential units or fewer.
Motion No.:
SPC-20-311

Moved by: Jim Uram
Seconded by: Stan Eby

THAT: the Source Protection Committee for the Saugeen, Grey Sauble, Northern Bruce
Peninsula Source Protection Region approve the draft policies relating to the proposed
amendments noted in Report 8d of the November 27, 2020 meeting pending the
implementation of any changes agreed to by the Source Protection Committee; and
further,
THAT Drinking Water Source Protection Staff be directed to continue with Source
Protection Plan consultation activities as required by O.Reg. 287/07.
Carried
9.

Other Business

The Chair thanked SPC member, Bruce Davidson for his significant contribution to the Source
Protection Committee since 2007 and his overall dedication and passion for the cause of clean,
safe water and the education of upcoming generations. His commitment has made the work of
the Committee real and meaningful.
There was no other business.
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10. Confirmation of Next Meeting and Adjournment
The next Committee meeting will be held on Friday, March 26, 2021 with the venue to be
determined.
There being no further business, Dick Hibma made a motion to adjourn at 3:24 pm.

____________________________________
Bill Twaddle
Chair

____________________________________
Nancy Guest
Recording Secretary
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NOTICE OF AMENDMENTS TO SOURCE PROTECTION PLAN
(pursuant to section 48(1.1)(b) of Ontario Regulation 287/07)

Existing or Planned Municipal Drinking Water System (System):
Lakeshore Drinking Water System, with new well (Blairs Grove - Well #3)

Name of Owner of Existing or Planned Municipal Drinking Water System (Owner):
Township of Huron-Kinloss

Applicable Source Protection Area (Source Protection Area):
Saugeen Valley Source Protection Authority

This Notice applies to the addition of a new drinking water well (Well 3) becoming operational at the
Lakeshore Drinking Water System located in the Saugeen Valley Source Protection Area. The Lakeshore
Drinking Water System is located within the Township of Huron-Kinloss and includes Blairs Grove Wells 2
and 3. The wells are located near the intersection of Cathcart Street and Moore Drive.
Staff were notified in August 2020 that a new well at Blairs Grove would be required on an emergency
basis as the well casing on the current production well (Well 2) had caved in. Another monitoring well
(Well 3) is located within 23 metres of Well 2 and was inspected as a possible alternative.
Staff received notification from the Township about an intended application under the Safe Drinking
Water Act, 2002 for the urgent replacement of Well 2. Regulation 205/18 under the Safe Drinking Water
Act, 2002 permits an exemption in emergency situations, whereby an application for a drinking water
works permit is made to address an immediate drinking water health hazard. Under this emergency
exemption, the source protection plan amendments can be made after a new system is brought into
service.
Staff reviewed the results of the pumping tests for Wells 2 & 3 that were conducted on September 24-25,
2020 and noted the following key information. Analysis of the pump test demonstrated that Well 2 and
Well 3 are within the same aquifer, with similar depths (69.5m and 74.1m), and long-term interference
risk from Well 3 is anticipated to be effectively identical to Well 2.
Upon review of the preliminary Wellhead Protection Area- ‘A’ (WHPA-A) delineation for Well 3, it was
determined that 6 additional properties would now be subjected to policies in the Saugeen – Grey-Sauble
– Northern Bruce Peninsula Source Protection Plan, however no buildings or garages are
1

located within the adjusted WHPA-A. There are no immediate new threats or anticipated impacts to
property owners, except for future requirements to conduct septic inspections every 5 years. Based on
this results, staff determined that amendments to the Source Protection Plan could be completed as part
of the scheduled amendments being made under Section 36 of the Clean Water Act, 2006.
The Saugeen Valley Source Protection Authority (SVSPA) anticipates the amendments set out in
Schedule A of this Notice will be required as a result of the intended application under the Safe Drinking
Water Act, 2002. The list of anticipated amendments in Schedule A is provisional and will undergo
consultations with stakeholders and the source protection committee prior to becoming finalized. All
amendments must be approved by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks and are
subject to change after this Notice is issued. The timing for approval of the amendments by the Ministry
of Environment, Conservation and Parks is not within the control of the Source Protection Authority.
Schedule A also indicates where amendments have been completed.
All actions by the SVSPA for the purposes of this Notice are undertaken as the Source Protection
Authority for the above noted Source Protection Area and are subject to the Clean Water Act, 2006.
This Notice does not exempt the Owner from obtaining the required licence or permit to operate the
System under the Safe Drinking Water Act, 2002.

Issued by: ____________________________________
Jennifer Stephens
General Manager/Secretary-Treasurer
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Date:

January 25, 2021

Schedule A – List of Anticipated to Source Protection Plan

No.

1

2

Section of
Source Protection
Plan (SPP) /
Assessment Report
(AR)
AR – Chapter 44.2.6.2.2 Lakeshore
Drinking Water
System,

Brief Description of Potential and Completed
Amendment

Chapter 4 - Blairs Grove Drinking Water System
Information

Estimated
Timing to
Submit
Proposed
Amendment to
Ministry of the
Environment,
Conservation
and Parks

July 2021

Table 4.6.G2.1
Lakeshore Description
of the Drinking Water
System and Wells
AR – Table 4.6.G2.3a
Chapter 4 - Threats Assessment by activity
Lakeshore Blairs Grove:
Significant Drinking
Water Threats by
Activity and Land Use
in WHPA A-D
(Chemical, Pathogen
and DNAPL);

July 2021

Table 4.6.G2.4
Lakeshore WHPA:
Summary of Significant
Drinking Water Threats
AR – Chapter 4 Maps,
Blairs Grove WHPA

3
SPP – Chapter 5 Maps,
Blairs Grove WHPA

MAP46G21_WHPA_BLAIRS_GROVE
MAP46G22_WHPA_SWOOP_BLAIRS_GROVE
MAP46G23_WHPA_VULNERABILITY_BLAIRS_GROVE
MAP46G24_WHPA_IMPERV_BLAIRS_GROVE
MAP46G25_WHPA_MANAGED_BLAIRS_GROVE
MAP46G26_WHPA_NU_BLAIRS_GROVE
MAP_5_1_HK_L_1_LAKESHORE_BLAIRS_GROVE_WHPA
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July 2021

REPORT #6a
TO:

SOURCE PROTECTION COMMITTEE

DATE:

MARCH 26, 2021

SUBJECT:

ADMINISTRATION REPORT

Notice of Amendments to SPP – New Blairs Grove Well
On January 25, 2021, Staff issued a Notice to the Township of Huron-Kinloss for a new drinking
water well (Well 3) becoming operational at the Lakeshore Drinking Water System located in the
Saugeen Valley Source Protection Area. Staff received notification from the Township about an
intended application under the Safe Drinking Water Act, 2002 for the urgent replacement of Well
2. Regulation 205/18 under the Safe Drinking Water Act, 2002 permits an exemption in
emergency situations, whereby an application for a drinking water works permit is made to
address an immediate drinking water health hazard. Under this emergency exemption, the source
protection plan amendments can be made after a new system is brought into service.
Given that there were no new threats identified or anticipated impacts to property owners as a
result of the new Well, it was determined that amendments to the Source Protection Plan could
be completed as part of the scheduled amendments being made under Section 36 of the Clean
Water Act, 2006.
DWSP Work Plan 2021/2022
Staff has submitted a draft 2021/2022 Drinking Water Source Protection (DWSP) Program
workplan regarding program funding approvals. The proposed staffing breakdown for the
2021/2022 workplan is as follows:
Administrative Assistant
Program Supervisor/Communications Specialist
GIS Specialist
Project Manager
TOTAL:

0.2 Full-time Equivalent
0.6 Full-time Equivalent
0.2 Full-time Equivalent
0.8 Full-time Equivalent
1.8 Full-time Equivalent

The workplan includes: DWSP program and Source Protection Committee maintenance;
completion of annual reporting requirements and support meetings with municipalities;
implementation of Source Protection Plan policies identifying the need for 100% awareness of
implementation obligations by implementing bodies; and consultation with municipalities and
other stakeholders regarding proposed amendments to Source Protection Plan policies as
specified under the Section 36 workplan submission.
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Source Protection Plan Amendments – Update
In January 2021, the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) requested
that we engage the services of a peer reviewer to verify that the desk-top calculations that were
completed for the East Linton Events-based Area technical work was completed accurately. As
this peer review work was not anticipated in the workplan budget for 2020/2021, staff contacted
Ryan Post (P. Geologist) at Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority to assist with this peer
review. Mr. Post was able to provide a number of comments on February 26, 2021. These
comments were primarily geared towards getting a better understanding of the baseline formula
that was developed by Baird & Associates Consultants as part of the original events-based
modelling study for the Region. Overall, Mr. Post was satisfied that the desk-top calculations
were completed in accordance with the methodology developed by Baird.
In February 2021, the MECP requested that ALL proposed Section 36 changes to the
Assessment Report and Source Protection Plan be submitted to the Ministry for review as part of
the ‘Early Engagement’ activities under O.Reg. 287/07. Staff was working under the assumption
that all key components of the Section 36 amendments had already been submitted for Ministry
review over the past 6-12 months. To ensure compliance with the Minister’s Order and Letter
respecting Source Protection Plan amendments, it was determined that it would be prudent to
ensure all changes were submitted for Ministry consideration before proceeding to the ‘PreConsultation’ phase. The draft amendments were submitted on Feb 22, 2021 for Ministry review.
Given the need for peer review work of the East Linton Events-based Area calculations and
submission of all proposed changes during ‘Early Engagement’, the timelines for submission of
final draft amendments will be adjusted to early Fall 2021.
New Well Proposed – Scott Point
On March 11, 2021 staff received notification from the Municipality of Kincardine that they are
planning to conduct an Environmental Assessment in 2021 for a new municipal well at Scott
Point. As required under O. Reg. 205/18 under the Safe Drinking Water Act, 2002 a Notice needs
to be issued by the local Source Protection Authority (SPA) before the owner can apply for a
drinking water works permit/license, and the water not be provided to the public until the
updated source protection plan is approved. This Notice needs to include the information
provided by the system owners to ensure that the work to assess the vulnerability of the new
drinking water system is completed and accepted by the local SPA. This may necessitate a
Sec.34 amendment in 2022 to the Source Protection Plan, depending on the preferred location of
the new well.
Respectfully submitted,

Carl Seider
Project Manager
Drinking Water Source Protection
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REPORT #6b

TO:

SOURCE PROTECTION COMMITTEE

DATE:

MARCH 26, 2021

SUBJECT:

COMMUNICATIONS

Consultation on S.36 Workplan 2021
One of the main challenges as a result of the recent Covid-19, restrictions affected our
ability to conduct in-person meetings with key municipal staff, as well as the ability to
conduct public meetings.
Adjustments to the s.36 consultation schedule have been that the Conservation and
Source Protection Branch of the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks
(MECP) requested all s.36 draft policy and technical materials for review as part of the
“Early Engagement” work in advance of any pre-consultation with stakeholders or
landowners. Those materials were submitted and are with Ministry staff for review.
This has resulted in a delay from the original schedule estimated at approximately two
months.
The proposed communications schedule going forward is:
1. review comments from MECP staff and update documents (March/April 2021)
2. pre-consultation with stakeholders/landowner letters (April – May 2021)
3. public consultation for the required 35 days as per legislation (June – July 2021)
4. Source Protection Committee (SPC) review and consideration of comments
from all consultation activities (August – September 2021)
5. final edits to documents and submission (early Fall 2021)
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Draft Website directory for Consultation 2021:

Social Media:
Draft tweet within 280-character limit:
Public Consultation for Amendments to the Source Protection Plan as part of the Consultation
process under Section 36 of Reg. 287/07 of the Clean Water Act, 2006 open June __, 2021 - July
__, 2021. Visit http://home.waterprotection.ca/source-protection-plan/ to view documents.
Media Release highlighting applicable dates and website location to find documents and
commenting instructions.
Social Media - Winter Wednesdays (November 2020 - February 2021)
Conservation Ontario continues to support the public’s awareness of one of Ontario’s flagship
programs, Drinking Water Source Protection, and implemented a social media campaign during
the fiscal year of 2020-2021. The media campaign was based on the following themes: home fuel
storage and handling, snow storage and road salt storage and application. The campaign
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consisted of sixteen media posts that were implemented through this region’s Facebook and
twitter accounts. Below is a sample post from this campaign.

Respectfully submitted,

Karen Gillan
Communications Specialist
Drinking Water Source Protection
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REPORT #7a
TO:

SOURCE PROTECTION COMMITTEE

DATE:

MARCH 26, 2021

SUBJECT:

SOURCE PROTECTION PLAN EXTENSION REQUEST

On March 2, 2021, Staff received an extension request for specified Risk Management Plan
(RMP) policies from the Risk Management Official for Centre Wellington on behalf of the
municipalities of Wellington North and Minto. Appendix A below contains a detailed breakdown
on the number of RMPs currently outstanding, as well as the anticipated timeline to have them
completed by December 31, 2022. This request for an extension is primarily due to the fact that
Wellington staff have been unable to conduct any site inspection/field work over the past year
given recent pandemic restrictions and considerations for staff safety. Of the twenty-nine RMPs
remaining, twenty-seven are for Dense Non-Aqueous Phase Liquids (DNAPLs) threats and two
fuel threats. The dates for this extension request are consistent with the timelines requested for
Maitland Valley.
Some background and considerations:
If an extension of time to implement certain policies is needed, a request can be dealt with
outside of a plan amendment under section 34 or 36 of the Clean Water Act, 2006. Authority is
given to the Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) (delegated to the
Conservation, Source Protection Programs Branch Director and Approvals Section Manager)
under section 94 of the Clean Water Act, 2006 to extend the time for doing anything required
under the Act. This includes approved source protection plan policy timelines.
There is no provision under the Clean Water Act, 2006 (e.g., not under s.51 of O.Reg. 287/07)
that would allow a source protection plan to be amended to reflect this extension. Instead, the
Project Manager at the source protection authority would keep a copy of the extension approval
on file should anyone ask about the timing of policy. However, any extension of time granted by
the Director does not change the text within the source protection plan itself. The policy text
would remain unchanged.
Extension Request Process
If after careful assessment/evaluation, it is determined by the source protection authority that a
timeline extension is required to be in compliance with a policy, the process should involve both
the Project Manager and the implementing body. Documentation should clearly specify to which
specific policy(ies) the exemption request applies, and include details around:
1. Policy number;
2. Policy text;
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3. Plain language summary of the policy(ies) (e.g. “RMPs required for application of X” in
“the municipalities of ABC”, etc.;
4. Rationale to support why the exemption is needed; and,
5. New proposed policy timeline.
RECOMMENDATION:
THAT the Saugeen, Grey Sauble, Northern Bruce Peninsula
Source Protection Committee endorses the request for extension of Source Protection Plan
policies related to Risk Management Plans and directs Staff to submit this request to the
Saugeen Valley Source Protection Authority for consideration prior to submission to the
Ministry.
Respectfully submitted,

Carl Seider
Project Manager
Drinking Water Source Protection
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Appendix A – Section 58 Risk Management Plan Extension
Municipality: Minto
Risk Management Official(s): Kyle Davis
# Outstanding Existing SDWTs:
Summary of Outstanding SDWTs by
type:
# of Outstanding Risk Management
Plans:

2

Progress Reports
as of Jan 1, 2022
as of July 31, 2022

DNAPLs, Fuel

as of Jan 1, 2022

as of July 31, 2022

2

as of Jan 1, 2022

as of July 31, 2022

Work Plan
RMO Tasks
Develop Workplan and submit to
Saugeen Program Manager

Targets/Dates

March 2, 2021

2021
Target # RMPs to be completed by
current deadline of July 31, 2021
OPTIONAL: Send warning letter to all
persons requiring risk management
plans
Issue s. 58 (7) notices, if necessary

2021 Progress Report (due January 2022)
0

# RMPs completed

December 31, 2021
Not applicable

# warning letters
issued
# notices issued

2022
Target # RMPs to be completed Jan 1 Dec 31, 2022
OPTIONAL: Send warning letter to all
persons requiring risk management
plans
Issue s. 58 (7) notices, if necessary

2

# RMPs completed

Not applicable
April 30, 2022

# warning letters
issued
# notices issued

Completion Date

December 31, 2022

Date issued
Date issued

2022 Progress Report (due July 2022)

Date issued
Date issued

3
SPC Meeting #85 – March 26, 2021 – SPP Extension Request Report #7a

Date:
02-Mar-21
Municipality: Wellington North
Risk Management Official(s): Kyle Davis
Progress Reports
# Outstanding Existing
SDWTs:
Summary of Outstanding
SDWTs by type:
# of Outstanding Risk
Management Plans:

52

as of Jan 1, 2022

as of July 31, 2022

DNAPLs, fuel

as of Jan 1, 2022

as of July 31, 2022

27

as of Jan 1, 2022

as of July 31, 2022

Work Plan
RMO Tasks

Targets/Dates

Develop Workplan and submit to
Saugeen Program Manager

March 2, 2021

2021
Target # RMPs to be completed
by current deadline of July 31,
2021
# of RMPs to be completed by
December 31, 2021
OPTIONAL: Send warning
letter to all persons requiring risk
management plans
Issue s. 58 (7) notices, if
necessary
2022
Target # RMPs to be completed
Jan 1 - Dec 31, 2022
OPTIONAL: Send warning
letter to all persons requiring risk
management plans
Issue s. 58 (7) notices, if
necessary
Completion Date

2021 Progress Report (due January
2022)

0

# RMPs completed

2

December 31, 2021

# warning letters
issued

Date issued

Not applicable

# notices issued

Date issued

2022 Progress Report (due July 2022)
25

# RMPs completed

Not applicable

# warning letters
issued

Date issued

April 30, 2022

# notices issued

Date issued

December 31, 2022

4
SPC Meeting #85 – March 26, 2021 – SPP Extension Request Report #7a

REPORT #7b
TO:

SOURCE PROTECTION COMMITTEE

DATE:

MARCH 26, 2021

SUBJECT:

DRAFT PRE-CONSULTATION NOTICE, S. 36 PLAN AMENDMENTS

The following is a draft of the proposed Notice of Pre-consultation respecting Section 36 Source
Protection Plan Amendments:
On behalf of the Source Protection Committee for the Saugeen, Grey Sauble,
Northern Bruce Peninsula Source Protection Region, it is my pleasure to provide
Preliminary Source Protection Plan Policies as part of the Source Protection Plan
Pre-Consultation process under Section 36 of Regulation 287/07 of the Clean Water
Act, 2006.
Regulation 287/07 requires that the Source Protection Committee consult with the
bodies responsible for the implementation of Source Protection Plan policies before
the publication of draft policies. Comments received as part of the Pre-Consultation
process will be reviewed by the Source Protection Committee and possible changes
made to policies prior to public consultation. The deadline for comments
concerning the Preliminary Source Protection Plan policies is April (TBD),
2021.
Attached to this letter as Appendix “A” are details of proposed Source Protection
Plan amendments as follows:
1.

New/amended Wellhead Protection Areas (Blair’s Grove, Durham, and
Dundalk);

2.

New East Linton Intake Protection Zone 3/Events-Based Area for large fuel
storage threats;

3.

Policy changes for salt application and storage threats;

4.

Policy changes for fuel storage and handling threats; and,

5.

Policy direction for Risk Management Officials regarding Sec.59 land use
screenings.

Drinking Water Source Protection staff is available for individual meetings
throughout the Pre-Consultation process, if necessary. Please contact the Drinking
Water Source Protection office if such a meeting is required.
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The Source Protection Committee looks forward to your involvement in the PreConsultation process. Should questions arise, please do not hesitate to contact Carl
Seider, Project Manager of the Drinking Water Source Protection program via email
at c.seider@waterprotection.ca; or telephone at 519-470-3000 Ext. 201.
Sincerely,

Bill Twaddle, Chair
Source Protection Committee
Saugeen, Grey Sauble, Northern Bruce Peninsula Source Protection Region
c.

Ms. Olga Yudina, MECP

RECOMMENDATION:
THAT the Saugeen, Grey Sauble, Northern Bruce Peninsula
Source Protection Committee endorses the draft Pre-Consultation Notice for proposed Sec.
36 Source Protection Plan amendments and directs Staff to issue the Notice to affected
parties, pending Ministry review and comments on Early Engagement materials.
Respectfully submitted,

Carl Seider
Project Manager
Drinking Water Source Protection
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APPENDIX “A”
Proposed Source Protection Plan Amendments
1. New/amended Wellhead Protection Area (WHPA) delineations to address new Blair’s
Grove (Well 3), new Well 2A in Durham, and new Well D5 in Dundalk
The following maps show the updated Blair’s Grove WHPA (New Well 3 replaced Well 2).

3
SPC Meeting #85 – March 26, 2021 – Draft Pre-Consultation Notice Report #7b

Close-up of WHPA-A for new Blair’s Grove Well 3 (6 new properties affected by WHPA change)

Revised Durham WHPA (including new Well 2A)
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Dundalk New Well D5 (small portion of WHPA crosses into SVCA Watershed)
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2. New East Linton Events-based Area (EBA) for fuel handling and storage threats
The Source Protection Committee (SPC) requested a review of the Intake Protection Zone
3/EBA through desktop spill model analysis for the East Linton intake. As the Ontario Drinking
Water Standard was recently changed from 0.005 mg/L to 0.001 mg/L for Benzene, the
modeled impacts to the East Linton intake would now be designated a Significant Drinking
Water Threat.
See map below for new East Linton EBA protection zone, including associated fuel volumes
where Risk Management Plans for fuel storage would be required.
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Based on this analysis, new content for Policy 15-05 has been drafted to address fuel storage
threats within the new Events-based Area, as follows:
15-05 - Risk Management Plan for Fuel near Great Lakes Intakes
Activity Status
Policy Tool/
Approach
Policy Text

Existing activity; Future activity
s.58 Risk Management Plan
The policy applies where the storage of fuel is a significant drinking water threat
(existing and future activity) within the following areas:
8. for Events-based Area for the East Linton Drinking Water System (as
shown on Map) where fuel is stored in a quantity of 2,500L or more (EBA2500) 5,000L or more (EBA-5000), and 10,000L or more (EBA-10000)
Establishment of a Risk Management Plan is required. The storage of fuel may
only occur in accordance with an approved Risk Management Plan. Therefore,
the storage of fuel is designated for the purposes of s.58 of the Clean Water Act.
As a minimum, the Risk Management Plan shall address: 1) product handling; 2)
product storage; 3) record keeping and documentation, including any inspection
reports; 4) disposal methods; 5) spills response plan; and 6) containment
measures. The Risk Management Plan shall be renewed every five years or at the
discretion of the Risk Management Official.

3. Technical Rule changes to impervious surface area calculations for salt application
threats and draft changes to salt storage threat circumstances
Phase 2 Technical Rules review identified the potential to change impervious surface area
calculations where this activity could be considered a significant drinking water threat (e.g.
from 80% to 30% impervious surface area).
Furthermore, draft changes to the Tables of Circumstances for storage of road salt require
policy wording changes whereby a significant drinking water threat would be considered for:
(1) ≥10 kg for IPZs scored 10 and ≥ 20 kg WHPAs scored 10 for uncovered storage;
(2) ≥ 100 kg for covered storage;
(3) designed facility with storage greater than 500 tonnes.
Based on these draft changes to the Technical Rules and Tables of Circumstances, the following
policy amendments to salt application and storage threats are proposed:
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Policy 12-01: Salt Application Threat - Risk Management Plan
Activity Status
Policy Tool/
Approach
Policy Text

Existing activity; Future activity
s.58 Risk Management Plan / Implementing Body - RMO
Establishment of a Risk Management Plan is required. The application of
road salt may only occur in accordance with an approved Risk Management
Plan and is therefore designated for the purposes of s.58 of the Clean Water
Act, where the following applies:
a) Where the activity is or would be a significant drinking water threat;
b) Salt is or could be applied to the property;
c) The salt application area is equal to or greater than 200 square
metres or 8 parking spots; and
d) The property is used for any land uses except residential consisting of
four units or fewer.
As a minimum, the Risk Management Plan shall:
a. follow best management practices consistent with those used across
Canada
b. employ the latest winter maintenance technologies
c. identify actions to improve practices in the general use of road salts.
The Risk Management Plan shall be renewed every five years or at the
discretion of the Risk Management Official.
Notwithstanding the above, a Risk Management Plan will also be required
for any municipal properties where the activity is or would be a significant
drinking water threat.
All locations for Risk Management Plans for existing activities shall be
inventoried within three years and plans established within five years of the
amendment to the Source Protection Plan taking affect.

Policy 12-02: Salt Management Plan
Activity Status
Policy Tool/
Approach
Policy Text

Existing activity; Future activity
Specify Action / Implementing Body - Municipality
Where a Chloride or Sodium threat would be significant, the municipality
shall review and, if necessary, revise or issue new Salt Management Plans for
the application of salt on roadways in all Wellhead Protection Areas. The Salt
Management Plan shall include, as a minimum, measures to ensure
application rate, timing and location to reduce the potential for salt-related
8
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surface water run-off and groundwater infiltration and meet the objectives
of Environment Canada's Code of Practice for Environmental Management
of Road Salts including the salt vulnerable area mapping to include areas
where significant threats can occur.
All locations for Salt Management Plans for existing activities shall be
inventoried within three years and plans established within five years of the
amendment to the Source Protection Plan taking affect.
Policy 12-03: Salt Management Plan – Ministry of Transportation Roads
Activity Status
Policy Tool/
Approach
Policy Text

Existing activity; Future activity
Specify Action / Implementing Body - MTO
To ensure any existing or new application of road salt, where road salt
application is or would be a significant drinking water threat, ceases to be or
never becomes a significant drinking water threat, the Ministry of
Transportation should review and, if necessary, revise or issue new Salt
Management Plans for the application of salt on roadways in all Wellhead
Protection Areas.
The Salt Management Plan should include, as a minimum, measures to
ensure application rate, timing and location reduce the potential for saltrelated surface water run-off and groundwater infiltration and meet the
objectives of Environment Canada's Code of Practice for Environmental
Management of Road Salts including the salt vulnerable area mapping to
include areas where significant threats can occur.
All locations for Salt Management Plans for existing activities shall be
inventoried within three years and plans established within five years of the
amendment to the Source Protection Plan taking affect.

Policy 12-04: Salt Application - Education & Outreach
Activity Status
Policy Tool/
Approach
Policy Text

Existing activity; Future activity
Education & Outreach / Implementing Body - Municipality / Public Health Unit
To ensure any existing or new application of road salt, ceases to be or never
becomes a significant drinking water threat, where this activity is or would be a
significant drinking water threat, the municipality and / or the Public Health Unit
shall develop and implement an education initiative addressing the application
of road salt. The education program shall encourage the implementation of best
management practices that form the core of the Smart About Salt or similar
9
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accreditation program to reduce the impact of winter de-icing activities.

Policy 13-01: The Handling and Storage of Road Salt (Risk Management Plan)
Activity Status
Policy Tool/
Approach
Policy Text

Existing activity; Future activity
s.58 Risk Management Plan / Implementing Body - RMO
Establishment of a Risk Management Plan is required. The handling and
storage of road salt may only occur in accordance with an approved Risk
Management Plan and is therefore designated for the purposes of s.58 of
the Clean Water Act.
For clarity, a Risk Management Plan is required where the following applies:
a) Where the activity is or would be a significant drinking water threat;
b) Salt is handled or stored on the property; and
c) The property is used for any land uses except residential consisting of
four units or fewer.
The risk management plan, at a minimum, will include terms and conditions
that mirror a salt management plan, and comply with contemporary
standards to ensure the handling and storage of road salt ceases to be a
significant drinking water threat.
All locations for Risk Management Plans for existing activities shall be
inventoried within three years and plans established within five years of the
amendment to the Source Protection Plan taking affect.

Policy 13-02: Salt Handling and Storage - Education & Outreach
Activity Status
Policy Tool/
Approach
Policy Text

Existing activity; Future activity
Education & Outreach / Implementing Body - Municipality / Public Health Unit
To ensure any existing or new handling and storage of road salt, ceases to be or
never becomes a significant drinking water threat, where this activity is or would
be a significant drinking water threat, the municipality and / or the Public Health
Unit shall develop and implement an education initiative addressing the handling
and storage of road salt. The education program shall encourage the
implementation of best management practices that form the core of the Smart
About Salt or similar accreditation program to reduce the impact of winter deicing activities.
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4. Policy 15-02 Risk Management Plan for small fuel facilities
Draft changes to the Provincial Tables of Circumstances would result in a change to volume of
above-grade fuel storage that would be considered a significant drinking water threat under
Policy 15-02. While the wording of the policy would not change, the volume of fuel whereby a
Risk Management Plan is required for above-grade storage of fuel would be reduced from the
2,500L to 250L.
5. Written direction policy for Risk Management Officials (RMOs) under s.59 screenings.
The following wording has been added to our General Restricted Land-Use screening policies
(Policy G-01 & G-02) at the request of neighbouring municipal Risk Management staff:
Risk Management Official may issue written direction specifying the situations
under which a planning authority or building official may be permitted to make
the determination that a site-specific land use is not designated for the purposes
of section 59. Where such direction has been issued, a site-specific land use that
is the subject of an application for approval under the Planning Act or for a
permit under the Building Code Act is not designated for the purposes of Section
59, provided that the planning authority or building official, as applicable, is
satisfied that:
a. The application complies with the written direction issued by the Risk
Management Official; and,
b. The applicant has demonstrated that a significant drinking water threat
activity designated for the purposes of section 57 or 58 will not be engaged in or
will not be affected by the application.
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REPORT #7c
TO:

SOURCE PROTECTION COMMITTEE

DATE:

MARCH 26, 2021

SUBJECT:

2020 ANNUAL REPORT

The annual report for the Saugeen, Grey Sauble, Northern Bruce Peninsula Source Protection
Region covers the period of January 1, 2020 to December 31, 2020 and must be submitted to the
Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) by May 1, 2021. The Annual
Progress Report highlights the progress on Source Protection Plan implementation, results of
municipal monitoring programs, and any steps to address gaps in the Plan. Below is a flow chart
outlining the annual reporting submission process.

The Source Protection Committee (SPC) is required to conduct a formal review of the annual
progress report and provide written comments regarding the extent to which the objectives set out
in the Source Protection Plan are being achieved.
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The following is a summary of the information included in the draft Annual Progress Report:
•

To-date, approximately 146 out of an estimated 175 Risk Management Plans have been
completed across the Region.

•

There have been 186 inspections carried out by Risk Management Inspectors for prohibited
or regulated activities.

•

All 21 upper/lower-tier municipalities across the Region have completed or are in the
process of completing Official Plan/Zoning By-law updates. 17 have fully completed
Official Plan updates, while 10 of 17 have completed Zoning By-law updates.

•

304 out of 312 septic inspections have been completed as required under the Clean Water
Act and Building Code Act within vulnerable source protection areas, with an additional 34
septic inspections completed in 2020 as part of the second round of inspections. An
increasing number of inspections are scheduled for 2021 as part of the second round.

•

Following the completion of municipal outreach meetings, it has been determined that all
municipalities across the Region are prepared to meet Source Protection Plan
implementation requirements.

•

100% of the significant drinking water threat policies have been implemented. Of these,
97% have been fully implemented and 3% require no further action.

Attached is a draft copy of the Source Protection Annual Progress Report for review.
RECOMMENDATION:
THAT the Saugeen, Grey Sauble, Northern Bruce Peninsula
Source Protection Committee receives a copy of the draft Source Protection Annual Progress
Report; and further,
THAT the Saugeen, Grey Sauble, Northern Bruce Peninsula Source Protection Committee
directs Staff to provide copies of the draft Source Protection Annual Progress Report along
with any comments to the respective Grey Sauble, Saugeen Valley and Northern Bruce
Peninsula Source Protection Authorities, and to submit a final version to the Ministry of the
Environment, Conservation and Parks by May 1, 2021.
Respectfully submitted,

Carl Seider
Project Manager
Drinking Water Source Protection
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Source Protection Annual Progress Report | 03/15/2021
I. Introduction
This annual progress report outlines the progress made in implementing our source protection plan
for the Saugeen, Grey Sauble, Northern Bruce Peninsula Source Protection Region, as required
by the Clean Water Act and regulations.

With our Region's Source Protection Plan coming into effect in July of 2016, we are in the
final year of th established 5-year timeline for implementation of our significant drinking water
threat policies. Renewal and replacement of Source Protection Committee members took
place for all 12 Committee members between 2017 and 2020 as required under the Clean
Water Act, 2006. Staff have been engaged in conducting Sec.36 Source Protection Plan
amendments as specified under the Minister's Order and subsequent letter dated January 21,
2020. These Plan amendments will address any Director's Technical Rule changes or gaps
identified during consultations with municipalities, RMOs and other key stakeholder groups.
The anticipated timeline for completion of the proposed changes is September 2021.
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II. A message from your local Source Protection Committee
Our progress score on achieving source protection plan objectives this reporting period:

P:

Progressing Well/On Target – The majority of the source protection plan policies have
been implemented and/or are progressing.

S:

Satisfactory – Some of the source protection plan policies have been implemented and/or
are progressing.

L:

Limited progress – A few of source protection plan policies have been implemented and/or
are progressing.

The great progress to-date on source protection plan implementation was made possible with
the strong support and direct involvement of municipalities, agricultural and industry sectors,
as well as other environmental and health related stakeholder groups. It is important to note
that there is an ongoing need for financial and stakeholder support and to not lose focus as
the program approaches full implementation. While the program has reached a major
milestone whereby 100% of significant threat policies have been implemented, there is still a
need to ensure that any municipal plan/by-law amendments or outstanding risk management
plans that are currently in-progress are fully implemented in a timely manner. The current
pandemic situation has resulted in some delays in completing all required risk management
plans and municipal Official Plan amendments within the 5-year implementation timeline.
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III. Our Watershed
To learn more, please read our assessment report(s) and source protection plan(s).
The Saugeen, Grey Sauble, Northern Bruce Peninsula Source Protection Region is comprised of
three Source Protection Areas. These areas are the Saugeen Valley Source Protection Area, the Grey
Sauble Source Protection Area and the Northern Bruce Peninsula Source Protection Area. The
Region represents approximately 8400 km2 and has approximately 160,000 residents.
Our Source Protection Region also includes the Chippewas of Saugeen, who have reserve land
outside of Southampton, the Chippewas of Nawash, who have the Neyaashiinigmiing reserve in the
Cape Croker area and the Métis Nation of Ontario.
The Saugeen Source Protection Area (Saugeen SPA) is comprised of the watershed that represents
the jurisdiction of the Saugeen Valley Conservation Authority. The Municipality of West Grey is the
most populated municipality in this SPA. With the exception of Hanover, each municipality is
comprised of settlement areas surrounded by extensive rural areas. The vast majority of the Saugeen
SPA averages less than 20 people per km2. The lowest population densities occur in the farmlands
away from Lake Huron and in the eastern portions of the SPA. Between the 15 municipalities located
in this SPA, there are a total of 21 municipal drinking water systems. These systems include the
Arran-Elderslie Drinking Water System (DWS), Walkerton DWS, Chepstow DWS, Lake Rosalind
DWS, Markdale Well Supply, Hanover Water Treatment Plant, Lakeshore DWS, Village of Ripley Well
Supply, Scott Point DWS, Underwood DWS, Tiverton DWS, Armow DWS, Kincardine DWS, Minto
Pines Subdivison DWS, Clifford Well Supply, Southampton Water Treatment Plant, Mildmay Well
Supply, Teeswater Well Supply, Mount Forest DWS, Durham Well Supply and the Neustadt Well
Supply.
The Grey Sauble Source Protection Area (Grey Sauble SPA) is comprised of the watershed that
represents the jurisdiction of the Grey Sauble Conservation Authority. The City of Owen Sound is the
most populated municipality in the Grey Sauble SPA, where there are more than 880 people per km2.
Similar concentrations can be found in the larger urban centres such as Markdale, Meaford and
Thornbury. That being said, the vast majority of the Grey Sauble SPA averages less than 20 people
per km2. Between the 8 municipalities located in this SPA, there are a total of 15 municipal drinking
water systems. These systems include the Tara Drinking Water System (DWS), Thornbury DWS,
Chatsworth DWS, Walters Falls DWS, Pottawatomi Village Water Treatment Plant, Shallow Lake
Water Treatment Plant, East Linton Water Treatment Plant, Kimberly-Amik-Talisman Well Supply,
Meaford PUC Water Treatment Plant, R.H. Health Water Treatment Plant, Amabel-Sauble DWS,
Foreman Water Works, Huron Woods Water Supply Works, Oliphant Water System and the Wiarton
Water Treatment Plant.
The Northern Bruce Peninsula Source Protection Area (NBP SPA) is comprised of the area that falls
under the jurisdiction of the Municipality of Northern Bruce Peninsula, with the exception of some
small areas along the bottom portion of the municipality that are covered under the Grey Sauble SPA.
Lion's Head and Tobermory are the largest settlement areas in the NBP SPA. There are extensive
rural areas and cottage development on the Lake Huron and Georgian Bay shorelines and some
inland lakes, with an average of five people per km2. Within this SPA, there are two drinking water
systems, these are the Tobermory Community Centre/ Fire Hall/ Municipal Concession Stand, and the
Lion's Head Water Treatment Plant.
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IV. At a Glance: Progress on Source Protection Plan Implementation
1. Source Protection Plan Policies and Addressing Significant Risks

The Source Protection Plan is comprised of 62 policies that address significant drinking water
threats directly, and 57 policies that address other areas such as the general, transport
pathways and monitoring policies. 100% of the policies that address significant drinking water
threats are implemented, or have been evaluated and determined that no further action is
required. Of these, 97% of the policies have been fully implemented, and 3% require no
further action, which includes Policy 02-06 Building Code Changes Related to On-site
Sewage Systems (addressed through existing Building Code requirements) and Policy 06-02
NASM Plan Approvals (was directed at OMAFRA instead of MECP environmental compliance
approvals).

2. Municipal Progress: Addressing Risks on the Ground

The Region contains almost the full extents of Grey County and Bruce County, as well as
small portions of the Counties of Wellington and Huron. There are 25 municipalities (including
upper-, lower, and single-tier), within our source protection region, 21 of which have
vulnerable areas where significant drinking water threat policies apply.
P: Progressing Well/ On Target

100% of the municipalities in our source protection region have processes in place to ensure
that their day-to-day planning decisions conform with our source protection plans.
Municipalities in our source protection region are also required to take the next step to review
and update their Official Plans and Zoning By-Laws, where applicable, to ensure that they
conform with the local source protection plans. This is to be done the next time they
undertake an Official Plan review under the Planning Act. Of the 21 municipalities required to
complete the Official Plan conformity exercise, 100% have amended or are in the process of
amending their Official Plans (17 fully implemented and 4 in-progress). Of the 17
municipalities required to complete the Zoning by-law conformity exercise, 100% have
amended or are in the process of amending their Zoning by-laws. Staff have been working
with municipalities to ensure that all required Official Plan and Zoning by-law amendments
are completed within the identified 5 year timeline. Due to recent impacts affecting
consultation processes due to the COVID-19 pandemic, a few municipalities have extended
their Official Plan/Zoning by-law amendments into 2021.
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3. Septic Inspections

98% of on-site sewage systems have been inspected in accordance with the Ontario Building
Code. Inspection results have found that the majority (98%) are functioning as designed or
carrying out required pump-outs. 2% of the systems required major maintenance, which have
been addressed. These included replacement of tank covers and tank replacement.
All municipalities within our source protection region are aware of the requirements to
implement a mandatory on-site sewage maintenance inspection program within vulnerable
source protection areas as specified under the Building Code (Ontario Regulation 332/12
under the Building Code Act). Septics are required to be inspected once every 5 years within
vulnerable source protection areas.
An additional 34 septic were inspected in 2020 as part of the 2nd round of septic inspections.
An increasing number of inspections are scheduled for 2021 as part of the 2nd round.

4. Risk Management Plans
P: Progressing Well/On Target

As of December 31, 2020, 146 risk management plans were established in our source
protection region. An estimated total of 175 risk management plans required across the
region. The source protection plan identifies a timeline of 5 years to complete risk
management plans for existing threats (currently in final year of implementation).
The Risk Management Official for Wellington County, which includes the municipality of
Wellington North and Minto has expressed the need to request an extension from the Ministry
to complete the remaining 29 Risk Management Plans (RMP's). This request is based on the
fact that staff have been unable to conduct field visits and to effectively negotiate RMP's over
the past year due to current COVID-19 restrictions. The timeline for this extension request is
December 31, 2022.
There have been 186 inspections carried out by a Risk Management Inspectors for
prohibited or regulated activities. There is a 100% compliance rate with the risk management
plans established in our source protection region.
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5. Provincial Progress: Addressing Risks on the Ground

P: Progressing Well/ On Target

Ontario ministries are reviewing previously issued provincial approvals (i.e., prescribed
instruments, such as environmental compliance approvals under the Environmental
Protection Act) where they have been identified as a tool in our plan to address existing
activities that pose a significant risk to sources of drinking water. The provincial approvals are
being amended or revoked where necessary to conform with plan policies. Our policies set
out a timeline of 3 years to complete the review and make any necessary changes.
The ministries have completed this for 100% of previously issued provincial approvals in our
source protection region. This detailed review included 37 of drinking water licenses and
drinking water works permits, 11 Nutrient Management Strategies and Non-Agricultural
Source Material Plans, 1 waste disposal site, 42 hauled sewage permits, and 10 sewage
works/wastewater.
Since 2016, a detailed review of 3 waste disposal sites were completed and 1 Water Taking
Permit, which were all determined not to be a significant drinking water threat (SDWT). Also,
14 wastewater/sewage works were reviewed with 9 identified as not a SDWT and 5 as a
SDWT, where no additional conditions were needed.
Also, 10 Nutrients Management Strategies (NMS) and Non-Agricultural Source Material
(NASM) Plans were identified for review, 5 were determined not to be SDWT, with 4 NMS
and 1 NASM Plan identified as a SDWT (1 new NMS & NASM Plan was approved in 2020).
6. Source Protection Awareness and Change in Behaviour

There are a total of 152 Drinking Water Protection Zone signs that have been installed in our
source protection region. 138 signs were installed by Municipalities and Counties, as well as
14 by the Ministry of Transportation on provincial highways.
The installation of these road signs have greatly increased public awareness of source
protection zones across the region and have resulted in increased communications from the
public regarding clarification on source protections areas and related source protection
policies. They have also increased notifications of potential activities that could affect
vulnerable source water protection areas.
Additionally, the risk management process has greatly increased awareness across the
region. Through direct interactions with affected landowners, understanding of the program is
growing along with an understanding of the need to protect drinking water sources.
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7. Source Protection Plan Policies: Summary of Delays

Not applicable to our source protection region/area.
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8. Source Water Quality: Monitoring and Actions

In our source protection region/area, no issues have been identified in our local
science-based assessment reports regarding the quality of the sources of municipal drinking
water.
Under monitoring policy M-29 the municipality of Brockton continues to monitor nitrate levels
for wells 7 and 9. Results of this monitoring have shown that nitrate levels have decreased
and continue to decrease below the Maximum Allowable Concentration of 10 mg/L as per O.
Reg. 169/03: Ontario Drinking Water Quality Standards (ODWQS).
As part of the proposed Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) Phase 2
Technical Rules review of salt application threat circumstances, staff conducted a preliminary
review of an additional 12 drinking water systems where salt application threats could apply
(in addition to the Durham and Mount Forest Wells). Of these, 4 systems measured sodium
levels above the aesthetic standard for sodium (greater than 20mg/L). Pending the results of
the Phase 2 Technical Rules review, staff will review technical work to determine where salt
application threat policies would apply to these additional areas.
Furthermore, the MECP 2018 Drinking Water Inspection Report for the Town of Hanover
noted that raw water samples taken from Ruhl Lake contained higher E.coli and Total
Coliform results. As part of the proposed Source Protection Plan review, staff conducted site
visits and observed no transport pathways (e.g. tile drain outlets, ditches, etc.) or drainage
pathways surrounding Ruhl Lake that may be contributing to these raw water sample results.
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9. More from the Watershed
To learn more about our source protection region/area, visit:

http://www.example.ca

In 2020 staff engaged with municipal staff, councils and landowners across the Region.
Through council meetings, site visits, risk management related activities and public events,
there were many opportunities to assess source protection plan implementation successes
and challenges including policy effectiveness. This public engagement was key to the
developing proposed Sec.36 amendments to the local Source Protection Plan.
Support materials supplied by Conservation Ontario have resulted in increased engagement
on social media platforms. Visit the link below to learn more:
https://conservationontario.ca/conservation-authorities/source-water-protection/
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