
To learn more about this program, visit: home.waterprotection.ca or call 519-470-3000
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Wellhead Protection Areas A-D above are the areas relevant to 
this program. The letter A, represents a 100 metre radius/circle 
around the well where it is most vulnerable to contamination. 
WHPA B-D represent the time it takes for a contaminant to 
reach the municipal water source; B-2 years, C-5 years and 
D-25 years. There is also a WHPA-E around certain wells 
impacted by surface water. 

Municipal intake zones, also part of this program, can be found 
on page 2.

Assessment Reports and Source Protection Plans

The Assessment Report is a science-based report generated 
locally for each Source Protection Area to comply with the 
Clean Water Act, 2006. It contains information on threats to 
drinking water quality and quantity for municipal sources. The 
Assessment Report identifies vulnerable areas and the land-use 
activities that may pose a threat.  

Assessment Reports contain information on water budgets, 
ground and surface water flow, groundwater recharge areas, 
Intake Protection Zones, and Wellhead Protection Areas where 
contaminants may enter a drinking water source. 

The Source Protection Plan (SPP) is a locally-developed plan 
based on the scientific studies of the Assessment Reports and 
involves a ccollaborative approach with many opportunities for 
public input. 

The Source Protection Plan contains a series of policies that 
address activities and land uses. The policies reduce or 
eliminate risks within designated zones around water intakes or 
municipal wells that are the source water for local municipal 
drinking water systems. 

The objectives of the Source Protection Plan are:
1. To protect existing and future drinking water sources in the
    source protection area.

2. To ensure that, for every area identified in an assessment 
    report as an area where an activity is or would be a significant 
    drinking water threat, the activity never becomes or ceases to    
    be a significant drinking water threat.

Ontario's Clean Water Act:

  water, and that they set out and implement the actions needed to reduce or eliminate these threats;

  everyone in the community;
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How do I know if a Source Protection Plan (SPP) policy applies to a property I own or use?

Chemical threats include:

THREAT ACTIVITIES?

Sample Chapter 5 map showing vulnerability scores

IPZ-2        

IPZ-3

IPZ-1

EBA map showing fuel policy thresholds

IPZ diagram showing three zones
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Policy Text ID: 21-02  Policy Text: Risk Management Plan - grazing or pasturing
The policy applies in all vulnerable areas where use of land as livestock grazing or 
pasturing land is or would be a significant drinking water threat 
(existing activity or future activity).
Establishment of a Risk Management Plan is required. The use of land as livestock grazing 
or pasturing land may only occur in accordance with an approved Risk Management Plan 
and is therefore designated for the purposes of s.58 of the Clean Water Act.
The Risk Management Plan shall satisfy the following provisions:
1. The Risk Management Plan shall be based on appropriate agricultural best management 
practices.
2. The Risk Management Plan shall contain measures that will prevent farm animals from 
accessing land that lies within three metres of the top of bank of a watercourse. A 
reasonable allowance can be made to provide a stream crossing where necessary.

The Risk Management Plan shall be renewed every five years or at the discretion of the 
Risk Management Official.
All locations for Risk Management Plans for existing activities shall be inventoried within 
three years and plans established within five years of the effective date of the Source 
Protection Plan.  Monitoring policies MP-24 and MP-25 apply.

When the local Source Protection Committee was drafting policies they had a choice of tools to use to address drinking water 
threats. Where possible existing legislation was used; for example - Nutrient Management Act, Building Code Act. Tools were used to 
fill in the gaps in regulations in order to meet the Clean Water Act goals of protecting municipal drinking water sources.

WHO IS IMPLEMENTING SOURCE PROTECTION PLANS?
Source Protection Authorities: Saugeen Conservation, Grey Sauble Conservation

Provincial Government Ministries and Local Boards

WHO IS IMPLEMENTING PART IV REQUIREMENTS UNDER CLEAN WATER ACT?
Municipalities or designated authority via Risk Management Officials and Risk Management Inspectors 

How to Read Source Protection Plan Policies

For each threat activity in the SPP, Chapter 6 
has an introduction that highlights the number 
of policies and section references for related 
policies.

The following example is for Threat 21:

A total of eleven policies apply to the 
prescribed drinking water threat “Threat 21. 
The Use of Land as Livestock Grazing or 
Pasturing Land, an Outdoor Confinement Area 
or a Farm-Animal Yard.” Of these, four are 
particular to this threat category and are 
detailed to the right, while seven other policies 
can be found in section 6.2 General Policies of 
the Source Protection Plan.

The chart after the introduction (top right) 
outlines what policy approach was used and 
whom will be implementing that specific policy 
and whether the policy applies to existing or 
future activities. 

Policy text for 21-02(bottom right) identifies 
the specific area where the policy applies, 
WHPA-A, which is a 100m radius around a 
municipal well, WHPA-B, score of 10 and 
WHPA-E, score of 8.  This policy uses setbacks 
similar to the Nutrient Management Act.

Chapter 6 of the SPP contains full policy text 
for all significant drinking water threats. 

Threat 21. The Use of Land as Livestock Grazing or Pasturing Land, an Outdoor 
Con nement Area or a Farm-Animal Yard 

Policy 
Text ID 

Policy Name Policy Approach 
 

 
21-01 Prohibi on Prohibi on  
21-02 Risk Management Plan 

- Grazing or Pasturing 
Risk Management 
Plan  

21-03 Risk Management  Plan 
- Con nement Area or 
Yard 

Risk Management 
Plan  

21-04 Constraint on Nutrient 
Management 
Approvals - 
Con nement Area or 
Yard 

Prescribed 
Instrument  

Body

RMO

RMO

RMO

Ministry of 
Agriculture, Food 

Type 

Future)

Future

Future

Future

Future

See also General Policies: G-11 Financial Support Fund

Instruments



Chair - Bill Twaddle
Agricultural - Dr. David Biesenthal, Robert Emerson, Brent Lanktree
Municipal - Mitch Twolan, Ken Furlong, Les Nichols, Kathie Hughes
Industrial/Commercial - Mark Kraemer
Health - Angela Newman
Environment - Bruce Davidson
Public - Carolyn Day

The Source Protection Committee
The Chair and 12 members of the Committee represent a diverse range of interests and bring considerable experience and knowledge 
to the process. The Committee meets regularly and all regular Committee meetings are open to the public.

Agendas, minutes, notices, and program updates can be viewed on the website at home.waterprotection.ca.

Mission Statement:
Providing leadership to engage the entire community in developing comprehensive, responsible solutions to protect water resources.

Grey Sauble Conservation Administration
237897 Inglis Falls Rd.  RR#4  
Owen Sound, ON  N4K5N6  
519 470-3000 Phone 877-470-3001 
Toll Free 519-470-3005
mail@waterprotection.ca       
https://twitter.com/SV_GS_NBP
website: home.waterprotection.ca

Made possible through the support 
of the Government of Ontario

Such support does not indicate endorsement by the 
Goverment of Ontario of the contents of this material.

Saugeen, Grey Sauble, Northern Bruce Peninsula Source Protection Region 

In this Region, the Saugeen Valley and Grey Sauble Conservation 
Authorities along with the Municipality of Northern Bruce Peninsula 
have partnered together to work with the Source Protection 
Committee to coordinate the development of a Source Protection Plan 
for our watersheds. We are committed to working with our 
municipalities, other stakeholders and the public to protect our 
drinking water.

This Source Protection Region represents approximately 8400 km2 and 
has approximately 160,000 residents. It contains almost the full extents 
of Grey County and Bruce County, as well as small portions of the 
Counties of Wellington and Huron. Two First Nation communities: the 
Chippewas of Saugeen, and the Chippewas of Nawash and twenty-one 
lower-tier municipalities are wholly or partially within the Region. 

In the Saugeen, Grey Sauble, Northern Bruce Peninsula Source 
Protection Region, our municipal drinking water comes from 
underground sources (aquifers) drawn from wells located across the 
region or surface water intakes into Lake Huron and Ruhl Lake. All of 
these sources are linked in a watershed through the water cycle. 
Drinking water sources are vulnerable to contamination, long term 
problems can result if contamination occurs.

For more information about the work of Drinking Water Source Protection


